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Preface 

During the period of NR/SR Bosnia & Herzegovina (1945-1992) thousands of monuments 

ŎƻƳƳŜƳƻǊŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ [ƛōŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ²ŀǊΣ {ǘǊǳƎƎƭŜ ŀƴŘ aƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ όcommonly referred to in 

abbreviated form as NOR, NOB and NOP  - henceforth collectively referred to as NOB) were created 

and unveiled on its territory. In recent decades, these monuments to the NOB have often become 

forgotten, ignored, or exposed to unquantifiable damage. ¢ƘŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ΨǳƴǉǳŀƴǘƛŦƛŀōƛƭƛǘȅΩ 

stem, in part, from the lack of a comprehensive recording system1 among and between 

stakeholders2 during the period of SRBiH, and the destruction of archives of stakeholders during the 

1992-95 war and its immediate aftermath,  but have been inarguably exacerbated by the 

administrative system in Bosnia & Herzegovina in the present day.  

This paper aims to give a brief overview of the current situation of monuments to the tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ 

Liberation War, Struggle and Movement on the territory of .ŀƴƻǾƛŏƛ municipality, in Tuzla Canton 

(FBiH). 

  

                                                           
1
 Incomplete stock-taking was made prior to 1962, when a list of Protected Monuments was drawn up, and 

once again from summer 1966 to late 1973, when a more comprehensive inventory was made, a summary of 
ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ мфум ό¢ƛƘƛŏΣ мфумύΣ ǎǘŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ улф ƳŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ ǇƭŀǉǳŜǎΣ нлт ōǳǎǘǎΣ млп Ŧƻǳƴǘŀƛƴǎ ŀƴŘ 
similar, 453 artistic monuments, 300 identified individual graves and mass graves and 176 graveyards for 
partisans and victims of fascist terror (2,049 immovable properties in total) had been identified. 
2
 Largely local and national organizations for Antifascists and Veterans of the NOR 
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Background and Summary 

.ŀƴƻǾƛŏƛ municipality lies in Tuzla Canton, in the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina entity. Its 

pre-1992 borders remain unchanged. 

Between 1966 and 1973, the most comprehensive nationwide survey of immovable monuments to 

the NOB to date was carried out under the auspices of the Republic Institute for the Protection of 

aƻƴǳƳŜƴǘǎΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ǳƴǘƛƭ мфум ǘƘŀǘ ŀ ǎǳƳƳŀǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǳǊǾŜȅ ƭƛǎǘ ǿŀǎ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ό¢ƛƘƛŏΣ 

1981). In total, 2,049 immovable properties were recorded on the territory of SR Bosnia & 

Herzegovina, with 8 being recorded upon the territory of .ŀƴƻǾƛŏƛ municipality in a survey 

conducted in June 19703, categorized as follows: 

- Memorial plaques ς 1 

- Memorial busts ς 1 

- Fountains, wells and cisterns ς 0 

- Artistic monuments ς 3 

- Identified individual graves and mass graves ς 3 

- Graveyards for Partisans and Victims of Fascist Terror ς 0 

Although the construction of memorials and monuments continued long after this period (with a 

wave of monuments being created in the wake of the death of Josip Broz Tito, and continuing 

throughout the 1980s), no further Republic-level survey of monuments was undertaken before the 

secession of Bosnia and Herzegovina from Yugoslavia in 1992. 

To date, no other study on memorials to the NOB and Revolution has been undertaken on the 

territory of .ŀƴƻǾƛŏƛ municipalityΣ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊΩǎ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜΦ 

.ŀƴƻǾƛŏƛΩǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ǎǇŀǘƛŀƭ ǇƭŀƴΣ ǎǇŀƴƴƛƴƎ нлмр ǘƻ нлор όhǇŏƛƴŀ .ŀƴƻǾƛŏƛΣ нлмтύ ƭƛǎǘǎ ǘƘŜ following 

ƳƻƴǳƳŜƴǘǎ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ bh. ŀƴŘ ǎǳōǎŜǉǳŜƴǘ ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎΩ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ŀǎ ƳƻƴǳƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ƭƻŎŀƭ 

importance (p.221): 

- aƻƴǳƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ bh. ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ .ŀƴƻǾƛŏƛ {Ŝƭƻ 
- aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ ƻōŜƭƛǎƪ ƛƴ .ŀƴƻǾƛŏƛ ǘǊŀƛƴ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴ 
- Memorial plaque to the NOR4 
- Murals by Ismet Mujezinoviŏ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƪŜǊǎΩ Hŀƭƭ ƛƴ .ŀƴƻǾƛŏƛ 

Additionally, it should be noted that the mƻƴǳƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ bh. ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ .ŀƴƻǾƛŏƛ {Ŝƭƻ 

(consisting of an ossuary with five interred individuals and a stone frieze) lies upon a property 

registered as a National Monument of Bosnia & Herzegovina since 2005, as part of the inscription 

ά{ǘŜŏŀƪ ǘƻƳōǎǘƻƴŜǎ ƛƴ .ŀƴƻǾƛŏƛ {ŜƭƻΣ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ monumentέ ό/ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ tǊŜǎŜǊǾŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 

Monuments, 2005). 

IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŎƻǊǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ ά¦ŘǊǳȌŜƴƧŜ ƎǊŀŘƧŀna Josip Broz Tito 

.ŀƴƻǾƛŏƛέΣ ŀ ŎƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ƳƻƴǳƳŜƴǘǎ ƭȅƛƴƎ ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭƛǘȅ ǿŀǎ 

obtained in June 2018, with additional information being given in January 2019. The list provided, in 

addition to the four sites mentioned in tƘŜ ƳǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭƛǘȅΩǎ {Ǉŀǘƛŀƭ tƭŀƴΣ is as follows: 

                                                           
3
 Actual dates: 19-20 June 1970 

4
 No location, specific event or person(s) commemorated is mentioned 
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- aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ ƻǎǎǳŀǊȅ ƛƴ ¿eljova 

- aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ ƻǎǎǳŀǊȅ ƛƴ hƳŀȊƛŏi 

- aƻƴǳƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ .ǳőik 

- DǊŀǾŜ ƻŦ tŜƧƻ aŀǊƪƻǾƛŏ5 

- GrŀǾŜ ƻŦ ŀƴ ¦ƴƪƴƻǿƴ IŜǊƻΣ aǊƭƧŜǾƛŏi 

- Grave ƻŦ ŀƴ ¦ƴƪƴƻǿƴ IŜǊƻΣ tǊƛōƛǘƪƻǾƛŏi 

In total, this report documents 11 mƻƴǳƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŀƭǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ [ƛōŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ²ŀǊ ŀƴŘ 

Revolution on the territory of BŀƴƻǾƛŏƛ municipality. It must be noted however, that during field 

research, local residents mentioned the fact that additional memorial plaques may have existed 

within the town, although there were conflicting narratives as to their locations. All locations 

mentioned as possible sites of this plaque(s) were visited, but no trace could be found. 

 

 

 

  

                                                           
5
 This grave actually lies upon the territory of ¿ƛǾƛƴƛŎŜ ƳǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭƛǘȅ, and is therefore not included within this 

reportΦ CƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǎŜŜ aǳǑƛŏΣ 9Řƛǘŀ ϧ [ŀǿƭŜǊΣ !ƴŘǊŜǿ όнлмуύΦ άMonuments and memorials to the 
tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ [ƛōŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ²ŀǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ .ƻǎƴƛŀ ŀƴŘ IŜǊȊŜƎƻǾƛƴŀ ς ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴΥ ¿ƛǾƛƴƛŎŜ 
municipalityέΦ 
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Monuments and Memorials in .ŀƴƻǾƛŏƛ Municipality 

1. Monument to the NOB, .ŀƴƻǾƛŏƛ {Ŝƭƻ 

 

Figure 1a: Enclosure, ornamental stele and grave markers 

 

Figure 1b: Ornamental stele front 
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Figure 1c: Ornamental stele rear 

¢Ƙƛǎ ƳƻƴǳƳŜƴǘ ǿŀǎ ǳƴǾŜƛƭŜŘ ƛƴ мфтр ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ .ŀƴƻǾƛŏƛ {ŜƭƻΦ Lǘǎ ŀǳǘƘƻǊ ƛǎ ǳƴƪƴƻǿƴΦ Lǘ 

consists of a small circular enclosure (which is possibly not original to the memorial), inside which lie 

five grave markers and a carved white marble frieze.  

Four of the five individuals commemorated at the site were members of the 12th Krajinan Brigade 

who were all lost on 20 August 1944. 

The five plaques are inscribed as follows:6 

5¦5L0 ±[!59 aL[h~ 

TRNJANI-DOBOJ 1924. 

·LL Yw!WL~Y! .wLD!5! 

POGINUO 20. VIII. 1944. 

                                                           
6
 The information on these headstones differs somewhat to that provided in the history of the XII Krajinan 
.ǊƛƎŀŘŜ όaŀǊƧŀƴƻǾƛŏΣ YǳƪƻƭƧΣ ±ǳƧƻǾƛŏΣ DŀŏŜǑŀ ϧ wŀƴƛƭƻǾƛŏΣ мфус ǇǇΦопо-оумύΦ CƛǊǎǘΣ aƛƭƻǑ 5ǳŘƛŏ ƛǎ ŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ ǘƻ 
ƘŀǾŜ ŘƛŜŘ ƻƴ мф Wǳƭȅ мфпп ƛƴ ǘƘŜ .ǊƛƎŀŘŜΩǎ ŀǎǎŀǳƭǘ ƻƴ YƻǘƻǊ ±ŀǊƻǑ όǇΦороύΦ {ŜŎƻƴŘΣ ~ŀōŀƴ wŀƘƳŀƴƻǾƛŏ ƛǎ 
claimed to have died on ол !ǳƎǳǎǘ мфпп ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŎƛƴƛǘȅ ƻŦ ±ƭŀǎŜƴƛŎŀ όǇΦотоύΦ ¢ƘƛǊŘΣ ~ŜǊƛŦ IŀŘȌƛǊƛŏ ƛǎ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ 
ŀǎ ΨaŜƘƻΩΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƪƛƭƭŜŘ ƻƴ мс !ǳƎǳǎǘ мфпп ƴŜŀǊ .ŀƴƻǾƛŏƛ όǇΦотфύΦ CƛƴŀƭƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪ ƎƛǾŜǎ 
CŜƘƛƳ YŀǊƛŏΩǎ ǎǳǊƴŀƳŜ ŀǎ ΨYŀȊƛŏΩΣ ŀƭǎƻ ŎƭŀƛƳƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ŦŜƭƭ ƻƴ мс !ǳƎǳǎǘ мфпп ƴŜŀǊ .ŀƴƻǾƛŏƛ όǇΦоруύΦ ¢ƘŜ ŘŀǘŜ 
ƻŦ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ǘǿƻ ƛǎ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ ōȅ ŀƴ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ƎƛǾŜƴ ōȅ ±ǳƧƻǾƛŏ όмфтлΣ ǇΦмрмύΣ ǿƘƻ claims that the 
XII Krajinan Brigade fought against UstaǑŀ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ƛƴ .ŀƴƻǾƛŏƛ ƻƴ мс !ǳƎǳǎǘΦ bƻ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴal information could be 
found on Mujo Pobriŏ. 
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w!Ia!bh±L0 {¦[W9 ~!.!b 

D!wL0L-Yh¢hw ±!wh~ мфннΦ 

·LL Yw!WL~Y! .wLD!5! 

POGINUO 20. VIII. 1944. 

I!5¿LwL0 !Ia9¢! ~9wLC 

D!wL0L-Yh¢hw ±!wh~ мфмфΦ 

·LL Yw!WL~Y! .wLD!5! 

POGINUO 20. VIII. 1944. 

th.wL0 L5wL½! a¦Wh 

RAJSKA-Dw!5!2!/ мфнпΦ 

XVI M. BRIGADA 

POGINUO FEBRUARA 1944. 

KARL0 BEGE FEHIM  

2!t[W9-SANSKI MOST 1922. 

·LL Yw!WL~Y! .wLD!5! 

POGINUO 20.VIII 1944. 

The stone frieze, which is set directly behind the five grave markers, depicts six figures. Three are 

running forward, with the rear one of these carrying another figure, who is apparently injured. One, 

immediately to the left of these, is looking upwards, and is in a pose that suggests he has been 

injured or killed (most likely shot). The final figure is crouching down in front of this one. It is not 

known whether these figures are meant to represent or symbolize a particular historical event or 

group of people. 

The rear of the stone frieze is inscribed (in the Latin alphabet) as follows: 

ά½L±L¢9 ½! h±¦ ½9a[W¦ 

Y!h ~¢h {ah aL ½! bW¦ ¦aw¦έ 

{¦.bhw .!bh±L0L L 

MJESNA ZAJEDNICA 

.!bh±L0I SELO 19757 

This monument lies upon a property that has been registered as a National Monument of Bosnia & 

Herzegovina since 2005, as part of the inscription ά{ǘŜŏŀƪ ǘƻƳōǎǘƻƴŜǎ ƛƴ .ŀƴƻǾƛŏƛ {ŜƭƻΣ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ 

ƳƻƴǳƳŜƴǘέ ό/ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ tǊŜǎŜǊǾŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ aƻƴǳƳŜƴǘǎΣ нллрύΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊe (albeit 

incidentally) falls under the protection of State authorities.  

The monument is in good condition, and upon a site visit in December 2018, showed evidence of 

recent horticultural maintenance. 

  

                                                           
7
 Translation: ά[ƛǾŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ƭƛƪŜ ǿŜ ŘƛŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƛǘέ {¦.bhw .ŀƴƻǾƛŏƛ ŀƴŘ [ƻŎŀƭ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ .ŀƴƻǾƛŏƛ {Ŝƭƻ 

1975 
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2.  Monument to commemorate the construction ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .Ǌőƪƻ-.ŀƴƻǾƛŏƛ ƭƛƴŜΣ hǎƪƻǾŀ 

 

Figure 2a: Memorial plaque on wall 
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Figure 2b: Detail of memorial plaque 

This memorial plaque was unveiƭŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƳƳŜƳƻǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .Ǌőƪƻ-.ŀƴƻǾƛŏƛ ǘǊŀƛƴ 

line, considered a major feat of the newly-formed Socialist Yugoslavia. Its precise date of unveiling is 

unknown, although judging from its style, it is highly likely that it was opened simultaneous to, or 

shortly after, the opening of the line. It lies in the settlement of Oskova, at a location also known as 

Brioni. 

The .Ǌőƪƻ-.ŀƴƻǾƛŏƛ train line was constructed by over 62,000 local and 1,800 foreign volunteer youth 

workers, with construction starting in May 1946, and the first coal-bearing train passing along the 

line on 7 November 1946, a day formerly commemorated as the municipal day of .ŀƴƻǾƛŏƛ (klix.ba, 

2014), and upon which commemorations of the opening of the line are still held to this day 

(banovici.gov.ba, 2016). 



11 
 

¢ƘŜ ǇƭŀǉǳŜ ƛǎ ǎƛǘǳŀǘŜŘ ƻƴ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘŜŘ ǿŀƭƭΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎ ŀ ΨƳŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ 

ƻōŜƭƛǎƪΩ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜŀǎƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ƛƴǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀǉǳŜ όƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ȅǊƛƭƭƛŎ ŀƭǇƘŀōŜǘύ ƛǎ ŀǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿǎΥ 

SEDMOG NOVEMBRA 1946 

NA 29. GO5L~bWL/¦ 

VELIKE OKTOBARSKE SOCI- 

W![L{¢L2Y9 w9±h[¦/LW9 

{! h±hD aW9{¢! th~!h W9 

OMLADINSKOM PRUGOM 

.w2Yh ς .!bh±L0L 

tw±L ±h½ b!¢h±!w9b .!bh±L0YLa ¦D[W9bhaΦ 

 

b! L½Dw!5bWL tw¦D9 ¦29{¢±h±![h W9 

снΦллл 2[!bh±! 

NARODNE OMLADINE JUGOSLAVIJE I 

1.800 OMLADINACA IZ 

th[W{Y9 29Ih{[h±!2Y9 

BUGARSKE ALBANIJE 

Dw2Y9 w¦a¦bLW9 

a!7!w{Y9 ~±!W/!w{Y9 

BELGIJE AUSTRIJE 

HOLANDIJE FRANCUSKE 

DANSKE INDIJE 

[¦¿L/! L 9bD[9{Y9 

{aw¢ C!~L½a¦ ς SLOBODA NARODU8 

The plaque is in very good condition, and both itself and the structure upon which it is situated 

appear to be relatively well maintained.  

                                                           
8
 Translation: On the Seventh of November 1946, on the 29

th
 Anniversary of the Great October Socialist 

Revolution, from this location departed the Youth Movement Railway .Ǌőƪƻ ς .ŀƴƻǾƛŏƛΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘǊŀƛƴ ƭƻŀŘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ 
.ŀƴƻǾƛŏƛ ŎƻŀƭΦ hƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀŎƪ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜŘ снΣллл ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ¸ƻǳǘƘ ƻŦ 
Yugoslavia and 1,800 youths from Poland, Czechoslovakia, Bulgaria, Albania, Greece, Romania, Hungary, 
Switzerland, Belgium, Austria, Holland, France, Denmark, India, Lusatia and England. Death to Fascism, 
Freedom to the People. 
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3. aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ ǇƭŀǉǳŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƳƳŜƳƻǊŀǘŜ ŀ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ōȅ WƻǎƛǇ .ǊƻȊ ¢ƛǘƻΣ .ŀƴƻǾƛŏƛ 

 

Figure 3a: aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ ǇƭŀǉǳŜ ƛƴ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ .ŀƴƻǾƛŏƛ ōǳǎ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴ 

¢Ƙƛǎ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ ǇƭŀǉǳŜ ǿŀǎ ǳƴǾŜƛƭŜŘ ƛƴ мфрс ƛƴ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ .ŀƴƻǾƛŏƛΩǎ Ƴŀƛn bus station, and 

commemorates the 10th anniversary of a visit to the town by Josip Broz Tito. 

The plaque is installed upon a simple concrete base, and is inscribed (in the Latin alphabet) as 

follows: 

DANA 27. SEPTEMBRA 1946. GOD.  

NA OVOM MJESTU DRUG TITO 

h5w¿!h W9 Dh±hw w¦5!wLa! L  

NARODU OVOGA KRAJA KOLE- 

KTIVA RUDNIKA UGLJA 

ά¢L¢hέ .!bh±L0L                  

                                  LITVA 06.XII.1956 GOD9 

Immediately in front of the plaque is a red five-pointed star set into the grass, and the whole area is 

enclosed by a simple chain fence, approximately 0.5 metres in height. 

                                                           
9
 Translation: On the day of 27 September 1946, at this location Comrade Tito held a meeting with miners and 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜƎƛƻƴ /ƻƭƭŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ /ƻŀƭ aƛƴŜǊǎ Ψ¢ƛǘƻΩ .ŀƴƻǾƛŏƛΣ [ƛǘǾŀ лсΦ·LLΦмфрс 



13 
 

The enclosed area and five-pointed star set into the ground are in relatively poor condition, and are 

in need of restoration or maintenance. While the plaque itself is in very good condition, the base 

into which it is set bears evidence of damage on the upper portion of the left side. It could not be 

ascertained as to when this damage occurred, or whether indeed it was intentional or accidental. 
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4. Murals to commemorate the NO. ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƪŜǊǎΩ IŀƭƭΣ .ŀƴƻǾƛŏƛ 

 

CƛƎǳǊŜ пŀΥ ΨwŜōŜƭƭƛƻƴΩ ƳǳǊŀƭ 

 

CƛƎǳǊŜ пōΥ Ψ.ŀǘǘƭŜΩ ό[ύ ŀƴŘ Ψ±ƛŎǘƻǊȅΩ όwύ ƳǳǊŀƭǎ 
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CƛƎǳǊŜ пŎΥ Ψ±ƛŎǘƻǊȅΩ ƳǳǊŀƭ 

 

CƛƎǳǊŜ пŘΥ Ψ±ƛŎǘƻǊȅΩ ό[ύ ŀƴŘ ΨwŜŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴΩ όwύ ƳǳǊŀƭǎ 

This set of four murals was painted by Ismet MuzejinƻǾƛŏ, and was unveiled in 1967.10 The murals are 

ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ .ŀƴƻǾƛŏƛΩǎ ²ƻǊƪŜǊǎΩ Iŀƭƭ όwŀŘƴƛőƪƛ 5ƻƳ). Today, they are located above the entrance to 

ǘƘŜ ƘŀƭƭΩǎ ǊŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘ ŀǊŜŀΦ 

!ǎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ōȅ .ŜƎƻǾƛŏ όнлмлΣ ǇǇΦнпн-243), the murals contain four key motifs: Rebellion, Battle, 

Victory and (Re-)Construction. !ǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎΣ .ŜƎƻǾƛŏ όнлмлΣ ǇΦнпоύ ŀƭǎƻ ƴƻǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŘŀƳŀƎŜ 

was evident to the upper-ǊƛƎƘǘ ŎƻǊƴŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨwŜōŜƭƭƛƻƴΩ ƳǳǊŀƭΦ hƴ ŀ ǎƛǘŜ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ƛƴ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нлмуΣ ƛǘ 

could be seen that evidence of this damage was still present (Figure 4a). 

A petition for ǘƘŜ ƳǳǊŀƭǎΩ inscription as a National Monument of Bosnia & Herzegovina was 

ǎǳōƳƛǘǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ tǊŜǎŜǊǾŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ aƻƴǳƳŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ нллф όaŀƪǎƛƳƻǾƛŏΣ нллфύΦ 

  

                                                           
10

 Some sources state that the murals were created in the early 1960s. 
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5. ΨwǳŘŀǊΩ ƳƻƴǳƳŜƴǘΣ .ŀƴƻǾƛŏƛ 

 

Figure 5a: ΨwǳŘŀǊΩ ƳƻƴǳƳŜƴǘΣ .ŀƴƻǾƛŏƛ 

 

Figure 5b: Pre-1992 postcard depicting the monument 
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This monument is the work of 5ǊŀƎƛǑŀ ¢ǊƛŦƪƻǾƛŏ. It was unveiled in either 1961 or 1966 (although 

models on a similar theme had, apparently, been created from as early as 195811), and 

ŎƻƳƳŜƳƻǊŀǘŜǎ .ŀƴƻǾƛŏƛΩǎ Ŏƻŀƭ-mining heritage. Although strictly speaking not a monument to the 

NOB or Revolution, the monument became a focal point of commemorative activities within the 

ǘƻǿƴΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ǇǊƻƳƛƴŜƴǘ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ main park. The pedestal is made of 

ŎƻƴŎǊŜǘŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ƛƴǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ΨYha¦b! w¦5!wLa!Ω ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǊƻƴǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ 

inscribed on the front of the monument, between the two feet of the miner. 

The monument is made of bronze, and is 2.4 metres in height. Both the statue and its pedestal are in 

good condition. 

 

 

 

  

                                                           
11

 ¢ƘŜ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ Ψwww.dragisatrifkovic.comΩΣ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭife and works of 5ǊŀƎƛǑŀ ¢ǊƛŦƪƻǾƛŏ, presents one 
ǎǳŎƘ ƳƻŘŜƭ ŀǎ ŘŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ мфруΦ ¢ƘŜ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŎƭŀƛƳǎ ŀ ŘŀǘŜ ƻŦ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ мфсл ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ΨwǳŘŀǊΩ ƳƻƴǳƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ 
.ŀƴƻǾƛŏƛ. The 1961 and 1966 dates presented here are based on two documents created by the author 
himself, copies of which are held at the International Gallery of Portrait, Tuzla. 
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6. Memorial ossuary, ¿ŜƭƧƻǾŀ 

 

Figure 6a: aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ ƻǎǎǳŀǊȅΣ ¿ŜƭƧƻǾŀ 

 

Figure 6b: Original commemorative stele 
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Figure 6c: Commemorative stele, 2018 

¢Ƙƛǎ ƻǎǎǳŀǊȅ ƭƛŜǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ Ŧƻƻǘ ƻŦ ŀ Ƙƛƭƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ƻŦ ¿ŜƭƧƻǾŀ, and commemorates 19 Partisan fighters 

buried at the location, ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ .ƻƎƻƭƧǳō 2ǳƪƛŏΣ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǇŜƻǇle to be (posthumously) 

awarded the title of National Hero. It consists of a broad landscaped plateau surrounded by an 

ornamental concrete fence, in which lie a number of deciduous trees and a line of three regular 

rectangular grave-like features, with a memorial stele bearing an inscription standing behind the 

central one of these. Inset into the fence is a wooden gate, painted in such a way as to evoke the 

modern-day flag of Bosnia & Herzegovina. It is unlikely that this gate was a part of the original 

construction, although it was not possible to determine whether or not a different gate or 

entranceway previously stood at this location. 

The inscription on the memorial plaque (in the Latin alphabet) is as follows: 

PALIM BORCIMA NOR-A 

NA OVOM MJESTU SAHRANJENO JE 

19 BORACA IZ BRIGADA: 

5w¦D9 L ~9{¢9 twh[9¢9w{Y9 

DRUGE DALMATINSKE 

29¢±w¢9 Yw!WL~Y9 

PETE KOZARSKE 

~9{b!9{¢9 ±hW±h7!b{Y9 5L±L½LW9 
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a97¦ bWLa! {¦ b!wh5bL I9whWL  

.hDh[W¦. 2¦YL0 L½ ¢¦¢Lb! L 

.w!0! b959[WYh L {¢9±!b Wh±L0 

L½ ¿9[Wh±9 

±W92b! La {[!±! L I±![! 

{¦.bhw L ht~¢Lb! 

         .!bh±L0L 

   b!wh5 ¿9[Wh±912 

However, while this stele, both in style and inscription, appears to be original. It is in fact not. A 

newspaper article dating to August 2007 mentions that the ossuary had been recently restored 

όhǎƭƻōƻŚŜƴƧŜΣ мнΦлуΦнллтΣ ǇΦнύΦ ¢ƘŜ article does not mention exactly what was restored or replaced 

(or the extent of damages that necessitated this). However, a photograph found online (Figure 6b) 

shows that, while the fencing and three concrete cists appear to be original, the commemorative 

stele was somewhat different to that present at the site today. Unfortunately, the original 

inscription cannot be read from this photograph, but it can be seen to be considerably longer, and 

with a text that differs considerably from that of the present-day stele. 

The memorial is in excellent condition, and appears to be well maintained, although the gate, both 

in materials and decoration, is somewhat incongruous with the rest of the memorial site. 

 

  

                                                           
12

 Translation: Fallen fighters of the NOR. At this place are buried 19 fighters of [the following] brigades: 2
nd

 
and 6

th
 Proletarian; 2

nd
 Dalmatian; 4

th
 Krajinan; 5

th
 Kozara; 16

th
 Vojvodinian Division. Among them are National 

Hero .ƻƎƻƭƧǳō 2ǳƪƛŏ ŦǊƻƳ ¢ǳǘƛƴ ŀƴŘ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊǎ bŜŘŜƭƧƪƻ ŀƴŘ {ǘŜǾŀƴ WƻǾƛŏ ŦǊƻƳ ¿ŜƭƧƻǾŀΦ 9ǘŜǊƴŀƭ ƎǊŀǘƛǘǳŘŜ ŀƴŘ 
ǘƘŀƴƪǎΣ {¦.bhw ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƳǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ .ŀƴƻǾƛŎƛ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻŦ ¿ŜƭƧƻǾŀ  
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7. aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ ƻǎǎǳŀǊȅΣ hƳŀȊƛŏƛ 

 

Figure 7a: aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ ƻǎǎǳŀǊȅΣ hƳŀȊƛŏƛ 

¢Ƙƛǎ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ ƻǎǎǳŀǊȅ ƛǎ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ōŜǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ Ŧƻƻǘōŀƭƭ ǎǘŀŘƛǳƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ƻŦ hƳŀȊƛŏƛΦ !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ 

the inscription written in its concrete base, it dates to 1974, although no additional information 

ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳ ǘƘƛǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ƻǎǎǳŀǊȅΩǎ ŀǊǘƛǎǘ ƛǎ ǳƴƪƴƻǿƴΦ 

The ossuary consists of a small white marble plaque set into a concrete foundation. The plaque has 

no decoration, beside the inscription with a five-pointed star above it. The inscription (in the Latin 

alphabet) is as follows: 

29¢±hwL/L t![LI 

DALMATINSKE BRIGADE 

                        JULA 1943 

{¦.bhw .!bh±L0L13 

¢ƘŜ ŎƻƴŎǊŜǘŜ ōŀǎŜ ƛƴǘƻ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǎŜǘ ƛǎ ƛƴǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǘŜ ΨмтΦммΦмфтпΩΦ 

The memorial ossuary is in good condition, although it is highly inconspicuous. It is not known 

whether it is intentionally maintained by the local community or authorities. 

 

  

                                                           
13

 Translation: Four faƭƭŜƴ ώƻŦ ǘƘŜϐ 5ŀƭƳŀǘƛŀƴ .ǊƛƎŀŘŜΣ Wǳƭȅ мфпоΣ {¦.bhw .ŀƴƻǾƛŏƛ 
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8. tŀǊǘƛǎŀƴǎΩ ŎŜƳŜǘŜǊȅΣ DƻǊƴƧƛ .ǳőƛƪ 

 

Figure 8a: tŀǊǘƛǎŀƴǎΩ ŎŜƳŜǘŜǊȅ ƛƴ DƻǊƴƧƛ .ǳőƛƪ 

 

Figure 8b: Grave marker in the cemetery 
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Figure 8c: Ornamental stele with commemorative plaque 

¢Ƙƛǎ ǎƳŀƭƭ ŎŜƳŜǘŜǊȅ ƭƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ƻŦ DƻǊƴƧƛ .ǳőƛƪΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ мфулΣ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƛǘǎ ŀǳǘƘƻǊ ƛǎ 

unknown. Similar to .ŀƴƻǾƛŏƛ Selo (see above, p.6), it consists of a series of small plaques (9 in total) 

inscribed with the names, years of birth and death and places of birth of those interred here, with a 

stone frieze bearing a relief at the centre, directly below which is situated a commemorative plaque. 

It appears from the inscription on the commemorative plaque that all individuals buried here died in 

a single incident, and a narrative provided by Lukiŏ & Nikoliŏ (1988, pp.51-52) corroborates this. 

The decorative relief appears to depict nine figures, which would correlate to the number buried at 

the site. Furthermore, at least one (possibly two) of the figures appears to be that of a woman, 

which is noteworthy considering that two of the fighters buried here are women. The figures are 

clustered in two groups: The first, in the upper left of the frieze, consists of five figures appearing to 

be in discussion, with one having their back turned to the viewer, with the furthermost left of these 

possibly being a female figure. The second group occupies the lower centre of the frieze. This 

consists of a group of three (including one woman in the centre) tending to a wounded comrade. 

The two male figures in this group appear to be looking up in the direction of the group of five 

figures above them. 
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The plaque below this is made of a white marble, set into a concrete base, which, below a five-

pointed star, is inscribed as follows: 

U ZNAK ZAHVALNOSTI 

BORCIMA TUZLANSKOG 

PARTIZANSKOG ODREDA 

thDLb¦[La .hw90L {9 

PROTIV NIJEMACA 23. 

DECEMBRA 1943. GODINE 

b! h±ha th5w¦2W¦ 

DhwbWL .¦2LY мфулΦ Dh5Lb914 

The nine individual grave markers are inscribed as follows: 

 

Y[W¦WL0 aL[!b 

 

{¦.!~L0 ~!.!b 

 

I!{!b!DL0 {!YL. 

1928 ς 1943 

 

1908 ς 1943 

 

1924 ς 1943 

TUZLA 

 

TUZLA 

 

¿L±LbL/9 

 
    ¢¦/h .h¿L5!w 

 

Y!IL0 ~9a{h 

 

t9wL0 w!5hWY! 

1926 ς 1943 

 

1905 ς 1943 

 

1925 ς 1943 

TUZLA 

 

MOLUHE 

 

TUZLA 

 
    GRBAC MIRJANA 

 

09{!w9±L0 Wh±h 

 

Yh[!Yh±L0 ½5w!±Yh 

1925 ς 1943 

 

1889 ς 1943 

 

1922 ς 1943 

TUZLA 

 

TUZLA 

 

TUZLA 

  

The stone frieze at the centre of the cemetery has been crudely coloured, using what appears to be 

wax crayons, possibly by a child. This does not appear to be the result of malicious vandalism. Apart 

from this, the monument is in good condition, and appears to be well maintained. 

  

                                                           
14

 Translation: As a sign of gratitude to the fighters of the Tuzla Partisan Detachment who were lost in battle 

against the Germans on 23 December 1943 in this area. DƻǊƴƧƛ .ǳőƛƪΣ мфул 
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9. .ǳǎǘ ƻŦ aƻǑŀ tƛƧŀŘŜΣ .ŀƴƻǾƛŏƛ 

 

Figure 9a: Ostoja 7ǳǊƛŏ working on the bust 
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Figure 9b: Pedestal today 

 

Figure 9c: Detail of pedestal today 
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This bust was the work of local artist and art teacher Ostoja 7ǳǊƛŏ, although the exact date of the 

work is unknown. The bust was of large dimensions, and carved from stone. It stood on an 

ƻǊƴŀƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǇŜŘŜǎǘŀƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ŜƴǘǊŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ aƻǑŀ tƛƧŀŘŜ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ όǘƻŘŀȅ 

.ŀƴƻǾƛŏƛ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ ǎŎƘƻƻƭύΦ 

The bust is no longer in situ, although the pedestal is still in place, albeit covered by a trellis with 

plants growing on it. It has furthermore been partially covered with graffiti. The inscription on the 

pedestal is as follows: 

NARODNI HEROJ 

ah~! tLW!59 

1890 - 1957 

An employee of the school said that the bust is currently stored in the school basement, although it 

ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳ ǘƘƛǎ όƴƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōǳǎǘΩǎ ǊŜƳƻǾŀƭΣ ōŜǎƛŘŜ ƛǘ ōŜƛƴƎ Ψƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ 

мффлǎΩ) during the course of research. 
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10. Grave of Anto MrkƛŏΣ aǊƭƧŜǾƛŏƛ 

 

Figure 10a: Grave of Anto Mrkƛŏ ƛƴ aǊƭƧŜǾƛŏƛ 

 

Figure 10b: Inscription on grave of Anto Mrkƛŏ ƛƴ aǊƭƧŜǾƛŏƛ 


